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Our Mission:  
Heart of Mary Homeschool is a catholic support 
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surrounding areas. 
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The Next Meeting: May 20, 
2013 at 7 p.m. in St. Peter's 

basement. 
 

The focus of the May meeting 
will be choosing curricula and 
classes for next year. Varying 
curricula and classes will be 
presented with an opportunity 
for questions and to review 
materials. 
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The closing prayer for the Our Lady Undoer of Knots Novena taken from 
the website. www.maryundoerofknots.com 
  Virgin Mary, Mother of fair love, Mother who never refuses to come to 
the aid of a child in need, Mother whose hands never cease to serve your 
beloved children because they are moved by the divine love and immense 
mercy that exists in your heart, cast your compassionate eyes upon me 
and see the snarl of knots that exist in my life.  
  You know very well how desperate I am, my pain and how I am bound by 
these knots.  
  Mary, Mother to whom God entrusted the undoing of the knots in the 
lives of his children, I entrust into your hands the ribbon of my life.  
No one, not even the evil one himself, can take it away from your precious 
care. In your hands there is no knot that cannot be undone.  
  Powerful Mother, by your grace and intercessory power 
with Your Son and My Liberator, Jesus, take into your 
hands today this knot... I beg you to undo it for the glory of  

Virtue of the Month: Mary's Humility 
“I humbled Myself so much, and have merited so much grace, because I knew 
that of Myself I possessed nothing. That is why I did not want to be praised. 
I desired only that praise be given to the Creator and Giver of all 
things.”  Our Lady to St. Bridget  
 

Magisterial Moment: "'Making progress,' means 
'lowering oneself' on the road of humility..." 
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Service Team: 
Amy McManamon 
Helen Rogers 
Fiona Ruminski 
Website: Crystal McCalister 
Treasurer: Kathy Schweitzer 
 
Contact the Service Team 
hom@heartofmaryhomeschool.org 

Newsletter Input: 
newsletter@heartofmaryhomeschool.org 
If you would like something published 
in the next newsletter, please send 
information to the above email. 
 
Flocknote Update Input: 
update@heartofmaryhomeschool.org 
Notes are Immediate updates 
regarding more time sensitive and 
urgent information such as prayer 
requests, critical need in covering 
Adoration hours, births, immediate 
needs for meals etc. 

The Month of Mary, Our Mother 
Our Lady Undoer of Knots 

Continued 
on page 4 
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Homeschool Graduation Update: 
Due to the large number of homeschool graduates (17), we will have to limit the 
graduation reception afterward to invitation only. Although we are delighted that 
so many are graduating this year, we regret that we cannot invite the whole 
homeschooling community. 
Sincerely, Martina Erste  

Remember Me Book 
My extended family just experienced an unexpected death and my sister asked 
me to pass on a beautiful book from a member of her homeschool community. It 
is called Remember Me. It helps you remember to pray for the reposed souls of 
family and friends. The link is: 
http://www.kickstarter.com/projects/theremembrancebook/the-remember-me-project 
After going to the link, I was very impressed. 
Sincerely, Martina Erste 

First Annual Poetry Recitation Contest 
Announcing the first annual Poetry Recitation Contest, to be held in the St. 
Peter's basement on Tuesday, June 4 at 7 p.m. Children of all ages may compete. 
The winners will be given a share of the money collected for admission. To enter, 
simply e-mail the child's name, the age they will be on June 4th and the title and 
author of the poem to: laurasyak@hotmail.com any time before June 1st. This is 
to ensure no two children recite the same poem (sending me your selection early 
will guarantee you get the poem you want).  
The children will be judged by a panel that is still being selected. Children will be 
judged on the interest of their selection and complexity of length and language, 
their poise, accuracy and delivery, and their ability not to mumble, stare at their 
feet, throw up, or run off the stage. Children of any age who would like to recite 
but not be judged may go first. Next will be competing children, aged up to ten, 
and lastly competing children 11 and up. All bodies age five and up, whether 
competing or not will be charged $.25 to attend and this money will be split three 
ways - one third to each winner and one third to St. Pete's for being nice enough 
to lend us the space.  
In Christ, Laura Sirilla 
 
God Made the World and Me 
Preschool Unit Study Offered This Summer 
Come have fun learning all about God’s Creation this summer! As preschoolers 
learn the Creation Story from Genesis, they will also get to discover all the 
wonderful things God made. Each lesson includes hands-on science activities, 
games, and art projects. We will also be taking a field trip to the National Aviary 
in Pittsburgh! Toward the end of the course, children will get to know God as 
their personal Creator through reflections on Psalm 139. We will conclude with a 
Creation celebration! 
Where: The Doroskis’ home, 127 Marion Pl. Steubenville 
Dates: Tuesdays and Thursdays starting on June 4 and ending on July 11. 
Field trip Saturday, June 22nd. No classes during the week of July 4. 
Time: 9-11 a.m. 
Cost: Price of admission to Aviary ($10-$13 per ticket, depending on group size). 
Donations to cover price of materials gladly accepted.  
Parents must stay for each class. Mothers’ helper(s) will be available to watch 
siblings who accompany their brothers and sisters to class. 
To register or request more information, contact Laura Doroski by email at 
mrsdoroski@gmail.com or by phone at (404) 354-6365 no later than 
Friday, May 24. 

Music Lessons Available 
Beginning in June, I will be offering 
lessons on the soprano, alto, or tenor 
recorder, either Suzuki method 
or traditional, for children or adults.  I 
will be attending the May 20, Heart of 
Mary homeschool meeting to give a small 
presentation.  If you have any questions, 
please call Marianne DuBois at (740) 
282-6671 or email me at 
moc2dubois@gmail.com. 
 
Homeschool Baseball 
Mike Sirilla and Steve Hildebrand are 
trying to organize a group of school-aged 
kids to practice and play baseball once a 
week, and would like to invite the other 
HOM children to join us. We have 
participated in Steubenville's Little 
League in the past, but now our families 
demand something a little less formal 
that meets fewer times a week. The basic 
idea is to work on the fundamentals of 
baseball for a while and then play a 
family-friendly game (not necessarily a 
full nine [or seven] innings) for fun. It 
would also be a good opportunity for the 
older and more expert kids to help the 
younger ones. 
 
We wanted to gauge the interest before 
we settle on a time and secure a place. 
Right now we're leaning toward 
Wednesdays, 6-8 p.m. (Striders practice 
on Tuesday and Thursday). Please e-mail 
or call Steve Hildebrand: 740-283-2893. 
shildebrand@franciscan.edu  
 
Wednesday Country Dance Lessons 
There will be Folk Dancing Lessons 
(We've branched out a bit past just 
learning the English ones!) held the first 
and third Wednesdays of every month at 
St. Peter's Church basement hall from 7-
9 p.m.. Classes are open to anyone 12 and 
up. The cost is $5 each time. Please bring 
your own water. Parents of students 
attending the class may participate for 
free. Newcomers are always welcomed; 
we'll help you catch up! Any questions? 
Email Tracy Almeida at 
tracyalmeida@att.net or phone 
740.282.0138. 

Updates and Announcements 
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Into The Wild 
There will be an Into the Wild 
weekend for Catholic men and their 
sons at Raccoon Creek State Park 
June 6-9.  
Into the Wild trains men in 
orienteering, topography, weaponry, 
self-defense, survival skills, outdoor 
construction, fishing, wild game food 
preparation, and more. Early 
mornings consist of prayer, Mass, and 
a brief talk linked to the daily 
masculine archetype we are striving to 
develop. Mid-mornings are dedicated 
to skill acquisition, and the afternoon 
to team competition and/or challenge 
simulations. Evenings provide time for 
rest, relaxation, prayer and fellowship 
around campfires. For more 
information contact Cindy Gan at 
cindee90@hotmail.com. 

AIM Women’s Center is having a 
T-Shirt Design Contest 
AIM Women’s Center is looking for a 
design to put on the t-shirts for our 2M 
Walk and 5K Fun Run Fundraising 
Event. This event will take place on 
Saturday, September 21 at Jim Wood 
Park in Steubenville. We are looking 
for any original design that a student 
feels reflects AIM’s love and support of 
women and teens today and in the 
future. The design can be drawn, 
painted or computer generated. It 
must be submitted by May 24, 2013 on 
an 8 1/2 X 11 sheet of paper along with 
your contact information. I am willing 
to make arrangements to pick up any 
entry by calling (740)346-6006; you 
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may email your entry to 
aimoutreach@sbcglobal.net; or you 
may mail your entry, postmarked 
May 24, to AIM Women’s Center P.O. 
Box 4365 Steubenville, OH 
43952. The Winner will receive a 
$100.00 cash prize, have the 
exclusive design for all t-shirts at the 
event and have the opportunity to be 
part of the process when making 
his/her design into a t-shirt 
transfer. AIM Women’s Center is a 
nonprofit center dedicated to the care 
and love of women and teens facing 
any type of pregnancy needs or 
concerns. We offer confidential free 
pregnancy tests, limited ultrasounds, 
options counseling, a Bridges 
Program and a 24 Hour Help Line. 
Our goal is to continue to meet the 
physical, emotional and material 
needs of the young women of the 
Ohio Valley in a caring environment. 
This fundraiser is a time for family 
and friends to come together in 
support of all young women in our 
area. If you have any further 
questions or concerns please contact 
Victoria Fallon at the AIM Women’s 
Center (740)346-6006 or at 
aimoutreach@sbcglobal.net. Thank 
you, 
Victoria Fallon 
Community Outreach 
Coordinator/Patient Services 
AIM Women’s Center 
(740) 346-6006 or (740) 283-3636 
aimoutreach@sbcglobal.net 
 

Looking for a piano tuner who can also 
replace a string on my baby 
grand.  Michael Berry (740) 282-5760 

609 Belleview Blvd. $50,000 For Sale by Owner 
Three bedroom, 1.5 bath home for sale in a quiet part of the Labelle 
neighborhood, surrounded by Catholic families and Franciscan 
University faculty. 1200 square feet, with a level, grassy backyard, 
established blueberry bushes and 1 car detached garage. There are 
three bedrooms and a full bathroom upstairs, first floor laundry 
and pantry/utility room, kitchen and dining room, a living room 
with a woodburning insert fireplace and a spacious sunroom. The 
house has all newer windows, new front steps and new doors. The 
basement is partly finished and stays dry with French drains, 
moisture barrier walls and a sump pump. All appliances stay. The 
water heater, range, refrigerator, washer and dryer were bought in 
the last 5 years, and we are planning to replace the dishwasher this 
spring. Asking $50,000 and we are willing to negotiate. 
For more information, call Wayne Johnson at (740) 632-7490 or 
teresajude@gmail.com. 
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Book It! (Pizza Hut) 
Home schooling families register 
individually with all materials 
coming directly to their homes 
rather than to an organizer. You can 
register your children via their web 
site at 
http://bookitprogram.com/Enrollmen
t/homeschool.asp or by calling 1-800-
426-6548. Children are eligible from 
kindergarten through 6th grade. 
Children who are kindergarten age 
can be registered even if they are 
having the books read to them. 
Materials will be given on a first-
come, first-serve basis. You will 
receive the materials around 
September 1st and the program 
runs from October 1st through 
March 31st. As the teacher, you are 
the one who decides how much extra 
reading each child needs to do to 
earn a free individual pan pizza 
from Pizza Hut. You do not have to 
purchase any additional pizza. 
 
Vocation Retreat 
 Cloistered Dominican Nuns, 
Marbury, Alabama July 26-28, 2013 
 A few years ago we invited 
homeschooled young women to 
attend a Vocation Retreat at our 
monastery. One of the young women 
who attended that retreat entered 
our community, and received the 
Dominican habit and her new 
religious name last fall. Several of 
our other Sisters were also 
homeschooled, including one from 
Cincinnati who recently made her 

Updates and 
Announcements Continued 
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Solemn Profession, so we know from our own 
experience how Our Lord blesses the “good soil” of 
homeschooling families with vocations. Our Lord's 
invitation is open to all: "Come, Follow Me." The 
cloistered Dominican Nuns at Marbury give 
themselves totally to Him in a traditional monastic 
life of community, liturgical and private prayer, 
study and work. The chanting of God's praise in the 
Divine Office, sung in Latin and English, and our 
special dedication to Eucharistic Adoration and 
Perpetual Rosary mark the hours of our day as we 
offer all to Jesus through Mary for the salvation of 
souls. 
 Is Our Lord calling you to live totally for Him and 
for souls as a Dominican nun? "Come and See!" The 
retreat is open to single Catholic women who are 
juniors in high school through age 27. 
 To learn more, please contact the Vocation 
Directress at vocations@stjudemonastery.org, or 
visit www.stjudemonastery.org. 
 Thank you so much! The world needs our lives of 
prayer and intercession now more than ever. Know 
that we keep you and your families in our prayers. 
May God bless and Our Lady keep you! 
 Dominican Nuns Dominican Monastery of St. 
Jude P.O. Box 170, 143 County Road 20 
East Marbury, Alabama 36051 

Learn Math Fast System  
Greetings, my name is Mick Mergens. My wife and I 
homeschooled our son until the day he started 
college, at age 16! At that point, his math skills 
were so strong, he was hired on as one of the math 
tutors at the college. He went on to earn three 
college degrees and today he is a full time engineer.  
My wife had her own unique way of teaching math 
and when I saw how well it worked for our son, I 
encouraged her to write her entire method in a 
series of books. I told her to write a curriculum so 
all homeschoolers could learn math as well as our 
son did.  
In 2010 she unveiled her math program and we 
named it the *Learn Math Fast System*. It has 
been selling online and at the local conventions ever 
since, and oh my word! You would not believe the 
feedback we are getting. People from across the 
globe are sending emails thanking her for this 
system. Children who were lost and in tears over 
math are now enjoying and understanding it for the 
first time. They tell how they have tried many other 
curricula, but none of them have worked until the 
*Learn Math Fast System*. Search the Internet for 
reviews!  
I'm reaching out to as many homeschoolers as I can 
to let them know about this program. We know a lot 
of homeschoolers are on a single income, so we have 
a "No questions asked, 60-day money back 
guarantee." My wife, JK Mergens, has also made it 
possible for you to reprint all the worksheets and 
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tests from the books, so you can teach multiple children 
with one set of books. 
These books cover 1st to 12th grade math, in a way 
you've never seen before. Be sure to read her article, 
"Unlock Your Fidgety Child's Ability to Learn and 
Focus" in *The Old Schoolhouse Magazine's Annual 
Print Issue." 
Thank you for your time and God bless, ~Mick Mergens 
www.LearnMathFastBooks.com  

CMA Drama Camps 
We are looking forward to another great summer here 
at CMA! Not only will we be featuring several new 
classes, we are once again running our popular, week-
long Drama Camps!  
Students will act and do technical and stage work for 
two productions. Singing, dancing, and dramatic skills 
will be taught. Please note that participation in the 
Friday performance is mandatory for being a part of 
these summer camp experiences.  
Rebecca Scarpone, former homeschooler and theatre 
enthusiast, will be directing camps this year and 
wanted to get the word out to her fellow homeschoolers! 
Rebecca is a senior Broadcasting & Digital Media major 
with a minor in Theatre at Cederville University. She is 
passionate about using art and media as a tool to make 
a difference, serve others, and enjoy life. She'd love to 
have you join her this summer! 
Camp Details: 
Age 5 - June 24-28, 9:00am-12:00pm, Show on Friday, 
June 28, Cost: $70 plus materials (Students bring small 
snack each day) 
Grades K-3 - July 8-12, 9:00: a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Show on 
Friday, July 12, Cost: $70 plus materials (Students 
bring small snack each day) 
Grades 4-8 - July 15-19, 9:00 a.m. -3:00 p.m.  Show on 
Friday July 19, Cost: $115 plus materials (Students 
bring lunch each day) 
For more information, visit www.musicandart.com or 
call 740-264-3111.  
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God, once for all, You are my hope. O my Lady, 
you are the only consolation God gives me, the  
fortification of my feeble strength, the enrichment 
of my destitution and with Christ the freedom 
from my chains.  
Hear my plea.  
Keep me, guide me, protect me, o safe refuge! 
  Mary, Undoer of Knots, pray for me 
Pope Francis’ devotion to Our Lady Undoer 
of Knots makes wider known a great grace 
for families By Deacon Nick Donnelly, on April 30, 2013 
  "Pope Francis is well known in Argentina 
and Brazil for promoting devotion to Our Lady 
Undoer of Knots which has been a source of 
healing and grace for countless families. Pope 
Francis’ devotion to Our Lady Undoer of Knots 
can be traced back to his time as a student in 
Germany when he came across the early 18th-
century painting showing Mary calmly undoing 
the knots in a long rope. Since 1700, an unknown 
artist’s painting of Our Lady has been venerated 
in the Church of St. Peter in Perlack, Germany. It 
was originally inspired by a meditation of Saint 
Irenaeus (Bishop of Lyon and martyred in 202) 
based on the parallel made by Saint Paul between 
Adam and Christ. Saint Irenaeus, in turn, made a 
comparison between Eve and Mary, saying: 'Eve, 
by her disobedience, tied the knot of disgrace for 
the human race; whereas Mary, by her obedience, 
undid it.' 
  But what are these knots? 
There are the problems and struggles we face for 
which we do not see any solution … knots of 
discord in your family, lack of understanding 
between parents and children, disrespect, 
violence, the knots of deep hurts between 
husband and wife, the absence of peace and joy at 
home. There are also the knots of anguish and 
despair of separated couples, the dissolution of 
the family, the knots of a drug addict son or 
daughter, sick or separated from home or God, 
knots of alcoholism, the practice of abortion, 
depression, unemployment, fear, solitude…Ah, 
the knots of our life! How they suffocate the soul, 
beat us down and betray the heart’s joy and 
separate us from God. 
  Our Lady Undoer of Knots desires all this to 
stop. She comes to you today so that you will 
place these knots into Her capable hands so that 
She can undo them one by one. Humanity awaits 
Her "yes" in order to be free. Today, she awaits 
your "yes," in order to enter into 
your home, and into your life so 
as to undo the knots that you 

Continued from page 1  Knots… 

Continued 
on page 6 

When I began homeschooling many, many years ago, there were very 
few families doing it. I had been a public school teacher and had 
decided early on that for academic reasons I would never send my 
children to public school. After I became a Christian, I had spiritual 
reasons. We first learned of the possibility of homeschooling through 
an Evangelical Protestant family and immediately signed up with a 
Christian correspondence program. It was useful to have a “canned 
program” to help realize I could do it... and to give me the contacts and 
advice that I needed to get started. In the years that followed, I taught 
my two daughters and son alone at home and in group situations; we 
used textbooks with a set curriculum and we did independent reading 
and projects; we had pleasant days of learning and many frustrating 
hours of complaining and arguing; we received unpleasant criticism 
from family members and acquaintances as well as positive input from 
complete strangers; we dealt with supportive officials and threatening 
authorities. Through it all, the one truth that stands out is that “I can 
do all things through Christ who strengthens me.” Everyday I ask the 
Blessed Virgin to fill the gaps where I fail as a mother, model, and 
teacher (and wife!). Everyday, I recognize anew my strengths and my 
weaknesses. If we allow it, our children can drive us to become 
holy...and homeschooling is the testing ground of virtue. I am no 
longer so concerned with the academic aspects (though I thank God 
that my children do well academically): it is the heart, the spirit, that 
truly matters. We can use books and programs and videos and 
workbooks but the most effective teaching tool is our own example. 
The only way that our children will learn patience, generosity, 
kindness, reverence, and compassion is by watching us; and they will 
learn forgiveness by hearing us ask forgiveness when we fail (and I do 
that often). I am a much better educated person after all these years of 
grammar, literature, math, and science...but I am a much better 
person after all these years of homeschooling. I continue to fail in 
charity and patience, but I persevere, knowing that Christ is the head 
of our home on earth and that He is leading us – and helping us lead 
our children – to our home in Heaven. 

From a Mother’s Heart:  
By Judy Bratten 
With permission, the following is a reprint from the April 2002 
Heart of Mary Homeschool Newsletter. 
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In his homily on the feast of the 
Annunciation, the Pope 
underlined the importance of 
humility. “Making progress,” he 
said, means “lowering oneself” 
on the road of humility in order 
to allow God’s love to emerge 
and be clearly seen. The way of 
Christian humility raises us up 
to God, as those who bear 
witness to it “stoop low” to make 
room for charity, he said, adding 
that it was the road taken by 
Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem. 
This is the “golden rule” for 
Christians, he said, but it doesn’t 
mean traveling the road with 
“downcast eyes.” Humility, he 
said, is “the way by which 
charity surely passes,” for, “if 
there is no humility, love 
remains blocked, it cannot go 
[forward].” 
http://www.ncregister.com/daily-
news/wise-words-from-pope-
francis/#ixzz2SiZKVcSx    

2

carry around, and together with 
Her, you, too, may explain:  
"My soul proclaims the greatness of 
the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God 
my Savior ... for He who is might has 
done great things for me, and holy is 
His Name."  (Luke 1) 
 
Our Lady Undoer of Knots novena 
can found at: 
www.maryundoerofknots.com.   

 

Skills Night 2013 

Wise Words From Pope Francis 
By Edward Pentin ~ The National Catholic 
Register April 15, 2013 

Continued from page 4 

Skills Night was 
a huge success. 

Thank you to all 
who made it 

possible! 

We had over 80 
teens participate in 

26 different 
classes. 

All the photos are 
available to see on 

our website – 
http://www.heartof

maryhomeschool.org 

An extra thank you to Kimberly Hahn and Iwona Major who opened 
their homes for the teens 

Looking 

forward to 

next year! 
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 With permission, the following is a reprint from  
April 2003 Heart of Mary Homeschool Newsletter. 
 

READ ALOUD STORIES 
  Some of the best read-alouds require that we first “be as 
little children”. As grownups, we have to consider broad 
permutations, to look at the “big picture”; children, on the 
other hand, make a whole world out of a small backyard, and 
an afternoon, an adventure. Remember when “a long time” 
meant from now until lunch? And “important” was deciding 
what to do this afternoon? Here are three authors who 
haven’t forgotten their own childhoods, and the importance of 
small things. 
  Thanks to Bethlehem books, Hilda van Stockum’s name is 
well-known (once again), at least among Catholic 
homeschoolers. She is the author of many books, so I’ll just 
select one for instance -- say, Five for Victory.  Read slowly, 
preferably aloud to your children, and give yourself time to 
appreciate the situations and relationships which are drawn 
so truly from life that, forgetting momentarily the importance 
of small things, we might wonder why anyone bothered to 
write about something so insignificant. Our mental critic, 
trained to expect all loose ends to be neatly tied, all 
divergences to lead back to a central plot, and all problems to 
move through crisis to resolution, at first may look at the 
bully, Henry Trotter, and wonder when he’s going to get his 
come-uppance (he’s not). When Uncle Jim runs out on the 
family the last night of his leave in order to take Yeoman 
Sullivan to dinner and a movie, we may wonder how he’ll 
regain the children’s wounded trust and affection (which 
haven’t been alienated). Slow down; if there are any lessons 
or sermons, they’re blended in, like the butter in a chocolate 
chip cookie: indistinguishable, except as making the whole 
richer.  
  The Mitchell family is just like ours. A few examples from 
the many will serve: Granny’s purchase of the toy kitty just 
when Angela most needs a swat on the behind is so true to 
life as not to need defense; Angela’s perfectly infuriating 
behavior when Miss Merryvale wants to read her a story 
about “a very good little girl” is also extremely funny, because 
it’s just how our own little sister (brother, son, daughter) 
behaves. Or, take your time over the arguments between 
Patsy and the neighbor girl about the relative merits of their 
baby brothers – ridiculous,, illogical, sentimental, and, if we’re 
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paying attention, just like us. The Mitchell family, by acting like us, 
will make us love them; and, as an added benefit, we may see our 
own families in a more humorous and appreciative light. 
  Astrid Lindgren’s The Children of Noisy Village earns praise for 
similar reasons. “Noisy Village” is what the neighbors call a cluster of 
three Scandinavian farm houses and the children who live in them. 
Again, read slowly, appreciating each chapter for itself, and don’t 
expect some overarching plot or theme to develop. The children to 
whom you are reading still view a summer’s day as an independent 
whole, as full of moments as a peach is full of juice. To a child, the 
answer to Mother’s question, “Why does it take so long to walk home 
from school?” is a serious and complex one, worth taking time to 
answer completely; and the parent who appreciates the answer in a 
book receives his own small son’s explanations with enhanced 
sympathy and pleasure. The picture of Scandinavian farm life in the 
early 1900’s is more charming than your last issue of Martha 
Stewart magazine or “Country Living”; snow lanterns in winter, 
daffodils and Easter baskets in spring, crawfishing with the fathers 
in the misty dawn of a summer’s morning, are important enough to 
demand our whole attention and satisfy our whole enjoyment. 
  At once far removed, and yet completely similar, to these stories of 
everyday life, are Tove Jansson’s Moomintroll books. (It strikes me 
that all of these books have Scandinavian origins, or nearly – van 
Stockum is Dutch.) Moomintrolls , which look rather like tiny 
hippopotamuses, hibernate all winter, emerging in the spring for a 
perfectly blissful child-holiday all the warm months. They don’t 
appear either to work or to go to school, except as it pleases them 
(Moominpappa is engaged in writing his memoirs, while Mamma is 
completely happy cooking pancakes and rissoles for her large family 
of children, both natural and adopted). The house seems to expand 
accordion-style, which is good because newcomers generally move 
right in.  
  Jansson has the rare gift of not explaining things, a virtue usually 
reserved for fairy-tales. Things aren’t why, they simply are. The boat 
Moominpapa finds on the beach, ready to launch, is its own reason 
for being; it is there, so the family sets off in it. Things come, are 
experienced, and pass on, like the oddities that emerge from the 
Hobgoblin’s hat: small white clouds which can be ridden as bumper 
cars, or a jungle which fills and covers the moominhouse for one 
glorious afternoon of Tarzan play, then withers away. Each member 
of the household has a history and genealogy which might be ferreted 
out, but, as the Water Rat said one indolent afternoon, “you can do it 
if you like, but you’d much better not.” The odd creatures who live in 
Moominvalley are so companionable that it is enough for us that they 
should spend each day together, drinking raspberry juice and 
shouting Moomintroll’s war-cry of “Pee-hoo!”  

Heavenly Father, let us rejoice in the precious gift of our children. In a world 
where children are seen as disposable, a burden and an inconvenience, give us 
the grace to joyfully embrace each minute we are gifted to spend with our 
children. Give us the grace to direct, discipline, and inspire, by our words and 
actions, and never be a hindrance to the salvation of others, especially our own 
children. Fill our homes with Your peace and joy, and model them after the 
happy home of the Holy Family. We thank you for the gift of children and ask 
Your protection of their tender souls. Amen. 

Books in Review 
Beth Doughterty 
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Physical Science: 
I am going to teach a year-long physical science class 
again this year. We will use the Apologia- Exploring 
Creation with Physical Science 2nd Edition Book. 
Tuition for the year will be $200 for the first student / 
$175 for the second. There will also be a one - time lab 
fee of $40 which will cover all the lab supplies for the 
year. You would also need to purchase the Apologia 
Exploring Creation with Physical Science 2nd edition 
textbook on your own. I bought mine originally on ebay 
for a fraction of the publisher's price. You wouldn't 
need to buy the solutions and test manuel or any other 
accompanying product. I will provide anything else 
needed. The class would be Sept – April meeting 
Wednesdays from noon-2 p.m. We will do all the lab 
experiments here at my house and study for the tests 
together. The students would do the tests at home and 
turn them into me the following week for grading. If 
you are interested in joining us or have other questions 
please let me know crystalm@mac.com 

Grandiloquence 

Lending Library 
  School districts offer teachers a lending library – a place to browse materials, 
borrow a few briefly, and then return them for other products at no cost. In Illinois, 
the district allowed us as homeschoolers to use the lending library reserved for 
teachers. That’s unusual – but perhaps it’s an idea that could be duplicated in our 
homes. 
  Before selling curricula you no longer need, consider creating a lending library for 
your married children or other young, homeschooling families. You remember how 
fabulous curricula can appear on a website or in a magazine, but sometimes those 
materials have limited use. Instead of these new homeschoolers spending their 
limited budgets trying-out various products, they could borrow materials you have 
found useful and try them first. Do their children enjoy using the manipulatives, or 
do they tire of them quickly?  Beyond an initial appeal, do these materials help them 

teach, or do they clutter their schooling space?  Some materials may be fun briefly, but are not worth buying.  
  Another contribution to your lending library can be collections of everyday objects, such as keys, shells, lids and 
buttons.  For instance, Addison-Wesley’s “Math Their Way” program, introduces math concepts using ordinary items, 
which you could have on hand to lend.  The program hones children’s observation skills by training them recognize 
patterns and group items according to shared traits.  Initially, your grandchildren will want to play with the materials. 
Then they will be ready to focus on a specific task. 
  For instance, a mom pours a bowlful of buttons onto the floor or a table (if you have toddlers in the area). Using two 
shoelaces (tied into circles), she asks the child to group them according to a particular trait, such as plastic and non-
plastic buttons. Once he accomplishes that task, mom regathers the buttons, sets up the shoelace circles again, and asks 
him to separate them into buttons with holes and buttons without. Items can be separated by colors, size, and shape; 
they can be counted or used for simple addition and subtraction. 
  Sharing ideas and materials is another way to share the homeschool adventure!  And through your lending library you 
can contribute quality materials with no cost to them.   

1

Mary, Seat of Wisdom Classical Community is 
a group of families who are united in the goal of 
teaching our children the Catholic faith in the 
context of a classical model of education.  Our focus 
is on imparting knowledge for the formation of 
virtue through memorized facts, learned skills, and 
the experience of truth, goodness, and beauty.  We 
are here to support homeschooling parents, not to 
take their place as teachers in the home.  We will 
provide resources, once-a-week instruction and 
accountability for you and your children, as well as 
a standard of excellence that will support you and 
inspire your children to value their schoolwork. We 
offer programs for preschoolers to ninth graders. 
Fall 2013 will be our third year and we are very 
excited to welcome more families into our 
community!  
We will be having a Parent Information Night on 
Tuesday June 4th from 7-8:30 at the All Saints 
building for anyone who would like to find out 
more information about our program.  Please 
RSVP to Alicia Hernon at 740-418-8585 or 
aliciahernon@comcast.net. 

Classes / Tutorials/ Co-Ops Available for the 2013-2014 School Year! 
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Little Women Hospitality Class will be held once again on 
the first and third Thursdays of the month from 2pm-4pm in 
various homes around Steubenville.  This year's literature and 
home economics topics that will be covered are: how to clean a 
bathroom/laundry, personal hygiene and fashion, respect for 
life and the elderly, family traditions, art and beauty, 
decorating a room, public speaking, and gardening.  The girls 
will end the year hosting an old fashioned picnic for their 
families.  Class will begin in August since we take the month 
of December off.  Literature class and the home economics 
lesson is taught at the first meeting of the month.  Then field 
trips and service projects are planned for the second meeting 
of the month.  Some months we have informal movie 
nights.  It's a blast!  An informational meeting for new families 
will be held on Thursday, June 6th at 7pm at The UPS Store 
in Steubenville, Ohio for any new families interested in 
joining.  The class is for girls ages 10-14 (some mature 9 year 
olds may join at teacher's discretion.)  Class size is limited to 
15 students and right now we have 7 spots available on a first 
rsvp basis.  Costs of basic required materials is approximately 
$30 with other field trip/art material fees, etc added 
throughout the year.  Please email Stephanie Rivers at 
starkwx3@yahoo.com or call her at 740-317-5703 to RSVP 
that you will attend the meeting and/or if you would like to 
join this class. 
 

Invitation to join us for a Classical Dialogue 
 (for 7th-10th graders) 

When:  Fridays = sign-in at noon 
Classes from 12:15– 3:00 PM  
September 7 – December 14 (excluding Thanksgiving week) 
Jan – May for 14 weeks (exact dates yet to be determined) 
Where: the Hahns’ home (718 Belleview Blvd.) 
What: Kimberly Hahn, Shana Buck, Jeanette Roberts and 
Marianne DuBois will offer the following: 
*History for all:  American History (1776 - present day) 
*Fine Arts of the period (powerpoint presentations) for all 
*Two levels of literature with guided discussion from or about 
that period 
*Two levels of the Institute for Excellence in Writing 

~Levels A and B for novice writers: 
A for beginners; B for intermediate writers 
~Level C for more advanced writers 

*Speech: Biweekly, each student will present a written piece 
to a small group. 
Who: 7th-10th graders, but a slightly younger or older child 
could be a good fit. 
We have 20 openings for Levels A and B; 10 openings for Level 
C. 
Students can be registered for one or both of the advanced 
levels. Parents can call Kimberly to discuss what would be 
best for their children. 
Parental involvement: You are welcome to attend, but that 
is not required.  
There will be assignments for each class on a Week-at-a-
Glance sheet. 
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We will be grading assignments. 
Registration: $150.00 per child per semester ($135.00 for 
the 2nd child; $120.00 for a 3rd). 
Curriculum:  Not included in registration fee. 
Contact: Crystal McCalister crystalm@mac.com to register. 
 

Speech and Debate: 
Your high school aged youth is invited to join the St. Thomas 
Aquinas Steubenville Debate Class/Club.  Have your son or 
daughter join in on the rhetoric with policy debate.  We 
intertwine speech and debate with many subjects.  Your 
child will learn how to research, write, and speak about 
government policy that should be or shouldn’t be enacted 
right now!  He will study topics related to economics, history, 
and logic.  He will be compelled to improve his speech, logic, 
and proper emotional appeal in order to win a round.  
During the first half of the year, new students learn the nuts 
and bolts of debate.  During the second half of the year, the 
students practice those skills amongst themselves and in 
tournaments across Ohio. Our novice teacher will be Mark 
Erste Jr. who has been with us for 4 years and returning 
this year is Mr. Philip Gray who is a canon lawyer and has 
been involved in our debate class for 3 years. For more 
information or to sign your child(ren) up for the class, please 
contact Joan Scott 740 264-1595 or sjscott123@sbcglobal.net 
Class day is Monday afternoons from 1-4 PM. at the Hahn’s. 
Tuition for the year will be $200. Third child in family will be 
free.  I will also ask for a $40 non refundable deposit (out of 
the tuition) to hold your spot and to enable us to purchase 
necessary supplies. This is due by August 1.  May God bless 
you as you plan the next school year!  
 

Catholic Apologetics: Defending the Faith with Gentleness 
and Reverence 
Taught By Drake McCalister 
“Always be prepared to make a defense to any one who 
calls you to account for the hope that is in you, yet do it with 
gentleness and reverence” (1Peter 3:15). Supported by the 
Catechism of the Catholic Church and the Early Church 
Fathers, this class will teach students to explain (defend) 
the core doctrines of the Catholic Faith from Scripture. 
Special attention will be given to answering the objections of 
our non-Catholic Christian brothers and sisters. A 
consistent theme of the class will be developing the proper 
attitude necessary to engage in apologetics (gentleness and 
reverence, 1Peter 3:15) and to focus on winning people, not 
arguments. This class will have regular discussion and 
dialogue along with expected outside reading and study. 
Length: This is a yearlong class. The first semester will 
focus on learning the truth of Catholic doctrine. The 
second semester will apply the truth learned to specific 
objections by different groups and how to charitably engage 
in dialogue. 
Age: Juniors and Seniors only (age 16 and up) 
Cost: Free for the class, but purchasing books will be 
required. Books: $60 estimated for the year 
Time: Monday mornings, 8-10AM preferred, other times 
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might be possible if this time is unworkable. 
Contact: Crystal McCalister crystalm@mac.com or 282-4313 
for questions and to sign up 
 

Math Classes 
I am considering the option of offering math classes next year 
anywhere from 5th grade through high school.   I would 
charge $300/student and would need about 10 students per 
class in order for it to be worth my while.  The only class-size 
exception might be pre-calculus.  For example, If I get 10 
Algebra 1 students, then I would teach that class.  I would 
also use Saxon Math and we would meet 2 times per week 
with the location to be determined.  Please contact me if you 
are interested.  Martina Erste at martinaepray@gmail.com or 
740-944-1653. 
 

Personal Finance: 
I am going to be teaching a personal finance class this next 
fall. I will again be using Dave Ramsey's Foundations in 
Personal Finance, high school curriculum. This will be a one 
semester course, meeting 9-11a.m. on Wednesdays (Day 
flexible) in my home. The cost will be $100 
Each unit contains three chapters taught by Dave Ramsey on 
video, plus instruction given by me, with special attention 
given to checking accounts, budgeting and interviewing for a 
job. All students would be required to buy the workbook that 
accompanies this curriculum. (This is a write in workbook, so 
siblings will not be able to share). We will have some outside 
work, but most of the assignments will be done in class. A 
group setting is preferred for this class for optimal learning. 
Personal finance can be taken at any point in high school, but 
the older high school student will benefit the most, since they 
are more likely to have jobs and actually have to take charge 
of their own finances. This will be my second time teaching 
this class. Please email me at crystalm@mac.com with any 
questions. 
 

Geometry 
I am offering the following classes for next fall semester: 
Dates: MWF starting September 4th, and running to 
December 13th. There are approx. 40 days of class time, in 
first semester. 
Time: 8:45(or 9 a.m.)directly after morning Mass. Classes are 
hour long sessions, running back to back. If a student takes 
both, he or she will be finished by 10:45-11. 
Location: Old All Saint's building, next to St. Peter's Church 
Ages:  13 minimum, through high school: Pace will be 
determined by ability of students. 
Classes: Latin--we will be using Henle's Latin, (this is a good 
foundation for grammar,  and has been recommended by 
MODG) 
Geometry-- Possibly Jacob's Geometry, recommended by 
MODG (am waiting to review a copy, or Isidore Dressler's 
geometry). 
Alternates: (If there is insufficient interest in these classes, I 
am also willing to teach the following classes: 
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Pre Algebra (text: A Beka) 
Literature: Greek Epics course: reading Homer's Iliad and 
Odyssey, Latimore translation. 
Cost: tuition is $100 per course, or $175 for both. I will offer a 
$25 deduction for siblings. Students will also have to buy or 
borrow books for these courses. 
Teacher contact info: Jeanette Roberts 740-733-6283 
Credentials: BA Thomas Aquinas College, MA in World Lit. 
University of Dallas, Post graduate work at Pontifical 
University of St. Thomas, and work toward teacher's certif. at 
University of Rhode Island. 
Interesting Saints: Making the Transition to High School 
Writing  
 

Jr High Writing Class: 
  Does your seventh grader amaze you with his insightful 
paragraphs, witty prose and creative characterization and 
plotting? Do you sleep soundly, secure that your child will 
breeze through the more rigorous high-school work that’s 
coming? Congratulations! Feel free to ignore the rest of this 
announcement. Go on. Scoot. You’re done here.  
  For those still reading, the class I’ll be teaching in the school 
year 2013-2014 is for junior high homeschoolers (7th-9th 
grades); it will focus on writing creative and interesting 
paragraphs. It’s tailored for students who want to develop 
their writing skills before hitting high school. 
  For our foundation, we’ll use the Once Upon a Time Saint 
stories by Ethel Pochocki, the best-written chapter-length 
saint stories I’ve ever read. They are written like fairy tales: 
“Once upon a time in the country of Burgundy, there lived a 
princess named Alice.” The student would read one out of two 
options each week, and then write a three paragraph 
summary of the saint.  
  These three paragraphs will be broken down into a standard 
format with room for creativity within: setting and 
characters, rising action to climax, and then the “rest of the 
story.” The students will learn to take notes on the portions of 
the saint story they want to include in their narrative. They 
will practice writing with exciting verbs and adverbs, varied 
sentence structure and descriptive nouns. Finally, they will 
get to know the saints as real people who led interesting lives, 
rather than paper-dolls of Mister and Miss Perfect.  
  I require the student submit a rough draft online early in 
the week and then may share their final draft on a private 
online forum. I will be giving tailored feedback on their 
writing between those two submissions. The class is 
conducted entirely online; no driving or scheduling involved! 
The class would run from the beginning of September until 
April (probably ending around Easter.) The cost is $250 per 
student. The books we’ll be using can be purchased new on 
Amazon for between $30 and $35 for the set of three, or may 
be available in a Catholic bookstore nearby. 
  Call or email Maria Johnson for more information 
(740) 632-7454 or mjohnson@whitehorselit.com. There 
are 10 available spots in the class and they are going 
fast! 
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Pre-Reading, Reading Classes & Private Tutoring 
for the 2013-2014 School Year: 
 
I am offering a few levels of reading classes and one pre-
reading class for the upcoming school year. Class sizes 
are limited, in order to allow for individualized attention.  
 
READING/SPELLING CLASSES & PRIVATE 
TUTORING for the 2012-13 school year:  I will teach the 
students to utilize sequential, multisensory* (left & right 
brain) thinking and will train them in analytical & 
higher level thinking skills. (This method is not 
memorization based.) Studies have proven that these 
analytical, higher level thinking skills, easily transfer to 
other academic subjects & problem solving situations. 
The high frequency word list is based on 85% of the 
common written English language.  (see below for an 
explanation of the benefits of multisensory learning) 
 
Text used: The Writing Road to Reading   
 
The following areas of language arts will be covered 
during the school year: 
 
* 70 phonograms  
* vowel & consonant usage 
* high frequency word list 
* application of 29 spelling rules 
* 5 rules for the “silent final e” 
* compound words 
* capitalization & punctuation 
* contractions 
* abbreviations 
* penmanship 
* reading practice 
* dictation for the younger classes 
* homonyms, homophones, homographs 
* word-building:  prefixes, suffixes & spelling rules 
* reading comprehension  
* simple eye exercises to build reading periphery & 
r reading speed 
 
All classes & private tutoring will include worksheets 
requiring students to apply their knowledge & 
understanding of the spelling rules or word usage. I have 
developed these worksheets over the past 15 years to 
better facilitate learning as well as utilize higher level 
thinking skills & to better determine each student’s 
needs for further instruction. 
 
Monthly diagnostic tests are given to determine both 
student progress & areas of weakness, which will be 
given additional attention. A successful motivational 
reward system is also used to encourage progress. 
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Class options:  Three-day-a-week 
classes:  Beginners (minimum age 6 by Nov.1), 
Advanced Beginners, Intermediate; Twice-a-week 
classes:  Advanced Intermediate; Once-a-week 
class:  Advanced Readers.  A diagnostic test will be 
given to determine placement. Formation of the 
class levels will depend on sign-up.  
 
PRE-READING CLASS:  This is a one-day-per-
week class is for 5-6 year old children. (one hour per 
class)  This allows the opportunity for children to be 
introduced to the basic concepts of the sound/symbol 
relationship by utilizing their multisensory* skills 
(see below for an explanation of the benefits of 
multisensory learning). In this class I will help the 
children begin to develop the skills necessary for 
decoding & encoding which are required for reading 
& spelling. I will introduce 1 & 2-letter phonogram 
sounds. Additionally, I will guide the students as 
they practice putting the phonogram sounds 
together to create words. Since fine motor skills are 
still being developed at this age, I will utilize sand 
writing and whiteboards instead of pencils and 
paper. I will also focus on correct formation of the 
alphabet letters to prevent letter reversals.  We will 
engage in fun hand activities & crafts to aid in 
preparation for writing with pencils and 
paper.  There are minimal homework requirements. 
Class size is limited to 4 students.  
 
Call Cheryl McGuire at 740-284-8588 to sign up or, 
for more information. 
 
*MULTISENSORY BENEFITS:  Research shows 
how a child’s brain learns. The following is a quote 
from Judy Willis, M.D., M.Ed. (a neurologist turned 
elementary school teacher):  “If your child learns the 
word “drum” by seeing the word (visual input), 
hearing the word (auditory input), and tapping her 
hands on a table as if playing drums (tactile-
kinesthetic input), it will give her three brain 
storage categories for the word “drum.” These 
multiple storage locations will help her recognize 
the word drum more quickly when she sees it again 
because her memories of “drum” are located in more 
than one sense-memory center.  If your child uses 
strategies from multiple learning strengths, she will 
learn and store the memory through several sensory 
systems and remember the information more easily 
and more successfully, thanks to the brain’s 
duplication of that memory storage.“ The Writing 
Road to Reading originated from Dr. Samuel Orton’s 
(neurologist) understanding of these facts, which is 
why this multisensory method is so successful! 
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Transforming the Culture in the Year of Faith 
Defending the Faith Summer Conference Brings 13 
Renowned Evangelists, Speakers to 
Franciscan University 
 

STEUBENVILLE, OH—Founded in 1991, the Defending 
the Faith Conference at Franciscan University of 
Steubenville has prepared tens of thousands of Catholics 
to “always be ready to give an explanation to anyone 
who asks you for a reason for your 
hope…with gentleness and reverence.” (1 Peter 3:15-16). 
 

With the theme “Faith Transforming Culture,” this 
year’s conference answers the call of the Year of Faith 
for Catholics to live out the new evangelization in 
all facets of their lives. 
 

 “Never has the need been so great for Catholics to 
mobilize to transform the culture for Christ,” says 
conference co-host Dr. Scott Hahn. “This conference 
will energize Catholics to go forth and share the Gospel 
in exciting and effective ways.” 
 

From July 26-28, a team of renowned speakers and 
evangelists will address such topics as “The First 
Culture to Be Transformed: Our Own Hearts,” “New 
Media, New Evangelization: How to Evangelize Online,” 
and “Beyond Sunday: Becoming a 24/7 Catholic.” 
 

Dr. Scott Hahn, who holds Franciscan University's 
Father Michael Scanlan, TOR, Chair of Biblical 
Theology and the New Evangelization, will give 
Saturday evening’s keynote address, “Consuming the 
Word: Liturgical Worship as Spiritual Warfare.” 
 

Mark Hart, executive vice president for Life Teen 
International and best-selling author, will explain how 
to navigate the generational divide in “Culture 
Clash: Communicating Christ to the Next Generation” 
at a Friday afternoon session for early arrivals. 
 

Jeff Cavins, creator of the Great Adventure Bible study 
and former host of EWTN’s Life on the Rock, will discuss 
how Catholics need to be “Offering the World 
a Better Life!” at a Friday afternoon session for early 
arrivals. 
 

Kimberly Hahn, Catholic homemaker and bestselling 
author, will speak from experience on building up 
“Generations for Christ: Heritage of Faith” in her 
Sunday morning session. 
 

Apologist and author Patrick Madrid will lead the 
entertaining and informative “Stump the Apologist” 
workshop, while Mark Shea, long-time Catholic blogger 
and author of several noted works of apologetics, 
discusses “Mary, Mother of the Son.” 
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Dr. Peter Kreeft, philosophy professor at Boston College and 
popular author, has been practicing the new evangelization for 
decades. Kreeft comes to Franciscan University to speak on “How 
to Lose the Culture War.” 
 

In obedience to the Church's call to study the teachings of 
Vatican II during this Year of Faith, Dr. Ralph Martin, consultor 
to the Pontifical Council for Promoting the New Evangelization, 
will examine “Vatican II and Lay Mission.” 
 

Dr. Edward Sri, FOCUS cofounder and popular author, will give 
Friday evening’s keynote talk, “Mary, Star of the New 
Evangelization: Our Lady's Spiritual Journey and the Year of 
Faith.” 
 

Teresa Tomeo, EWTN host and author of Extreme Makeover: 
Women Transformed by Christ, and Brandon Vogt, blogger, 
Catholic convert, and editor of The Church and New Media: 
Blogging Converts, Online Activists, and Bishops Who Tweet, 
will also present workshop sessions during the conference. 
 

A much-anticipated tradition at Defending the Faith is the 
keynote testimonial. This year’s presenter is blogger and former 
Presbyterian minister Jason Stellman.  After receiving his MDiv 
in 2004, Stellman founded Exile Presbyterian Church in the 
Seattle area and served as senior pastor until the spring of 2012, 
when he resigned from the ministry to pursue full communion 
with the Catholic Church.  Stellman entered the Church that 
same year, though his family remains practicing Presbyterians. 
 

 “The Year of Faith is a vital part of the legacy of Pope Benedict 
XVI’s last months on the chair of Peter,” says Michael Hernon, 
conference co-host and Franciscan University's vice president of 
Advancement. “With this conference, we’ve answered his 
challenge to draw upon the riches of Vatican II to help 
form Catholics for the new evangelization.” 
 

The weekend also includes daily Mass, ample opportunity for 
confession and time for personal prayer, including eucharistic 
adoration in the Portiuncula Chapel. Bishop Jeffrey Monforton of 
the Diocese of Steubenville will be the principal celebrant and 
homilist at Sunday's Mass. Father Sean Sheridan, TOR, canon 
lawyer, theology professor, and president elect of Franciscan 
University of Steubenville, will celebrate Saturday’s Mass and an 
evening Holy Hour. 
 

Leading up to the Defending the Faith Conference, Franciscan 
University will offer the Applied Biblical Studies Conference, 
July 24-26, which immerses participants in biblical theology and 
includes the option of certification to present the 
“Journey Through Scripture” Bible study in parishes. 
 

Speakers at the Applied Biblical Studies Conference include 
Cardinal Thomas Collins, archbishop of Toronto, Ontario; Dr. 
Scott Hahn, Dr. Mary Healy, Dr. Brant Pitre, Father Mitch 
Pacwa, SJ, and Jeff Cavins. 

Franciscan University of 
Steubenville 
Public Relations 
Contact: Tom Sofio 
740-284-5893 
tsofio@franciscan.edu 
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"Let the children come to me..."  



 

 

  

 
  

• Your teacher has written your report card on 
paper from the scratch paper pile. 

• You have to move dirty laundry off your desk 
before you can start school. 

• The signatures on your diploma all end with 
the same last name.  

• Your father has told the check-out lady at Wal-
Mart “We’re on a field trip.” 

• Your social life is viewed by some to be one 
rung lower than a Benedictine Monk. 

• The word “homework” sounds like a foreign 
language. 

www.heartofmaryhomeschool.org 

Monthly Newsletter 
 

May 2013 

Heart of Mary 
Homeschool Support Group 

You might be a 
Homeschooler if… 

Our Mission:  
Heart of Mary Homeschool is a catholic support 

organization serving Steubenville and the 
surrounding areas. 

We are a group of families who have chosen to educate some, 
or all, of our children at home. As a Catholic support group, 
we are committed to following Jesus Christ as instructed and 
led by the Magisterium (teaching authority) of the Roman 
Catholic Church. We are diverse in our schooling approaches, 
but united in our desire to raise our children to be steadfast 
disciples of Jesus, full of wisdom and faith, lacking nothing 
(James 1:4). 


